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SUBJ: W NTER SAFETY PRECAUTI ONS

1. WNTER HAS ARRIVED, BRING NG WTH IT A MYRI AD OF SAFETY
CONCERNS THAT CAN | MPACT BOTH OUR QUALI TY OF WORK AND LI FE. BY
TAKI NG SI MPLE PRECAUTI ONS, WE CAN KEEP OUR FAM LI ES SAFE AND

MAI NTAIN OUR FI TNESS FOR DUTY. ADOPTI NG A SAFETY PERSPECTI VE

DURI NG THE W NTER MONTHS CAN HELP ELI M NATE PREVENTABLE ACCI DENTS
AND POTENTI ALLY DEADLY M SHAPS.

2.  FIRE PREVENTION. IN 1999, THERE WERE 370 CHRI STMAS TREE FI RES
IN HOVES, RESULTING IN 5 DEATHS, 60 I NJURIES AND 16 M LLI ON
DOLLARS DAMAGE. USI NG CAUTI ON W TH HOLI DAY DECORATI ONS,

PARTI CULARLY W TH LI GHT STRI NGS AND EXTENSI ON CORDS, CAN HELP TO
M N MZE TH S THREAT. VWH LE 94 PERCENT OF HOVES HAVE AT LEAST ONE
SMOKE ALARM ONE- HALF OF HOVE FI RE DEATHS OCCUR I N THE 6 PERCENT
OF HOVES W TH NO SMKE ALARMVS. TYPI CALLY 30 PERCENT OF | NSTALLED
SMOKE ALARMS DO NOT WORK, MOST OFTEN DUE TO M SSI NG, DEAD, OR

DI SCONNECTED BATTERI ES. ENSURE THAT YOU HAVE A MULTI - PURPCSE FI RE
EXTI NGUI SHER, SMOKE DETECTORS AND CARBON MONOXI DE DETECTORS | N
YOUR HOVE, AND THAT THEY ARE | N PROPER WORKI NG CRDER. KEEP
MATCHES AND LI GHTERS QUT OF THE REACH OF CHI LDREN.

3. FIREPLACES, WOOD STOVES AND SPACE HEATERS. | N 1999, THERE
WERE 48, 800 HEATI NG EQUI PMENT RELATED HOME FIRES IN THE UNI TED
STATES, RESULTI NG I N 301 DEATHS, 1,383 I NJURIES AND 607 M LLI ON
DOLLARS | N PROPERTY DAMAGE. TWO OQUT OF EVERY THREE HOMVE FI RES AND
FI VE OF EVERY S| X RELATED DEATHS WERE ATTRI BUTED TO SPACE HEATI NG
EQUI PMENT. HAVE YOUR FI REPLACE AND FLUES | NSPECTED AND CLEANED BY
A PROFESSI ONAL. FOLLOW I NSTRUCTI ONS PROVI DED WHEN USI NG

ARTI FI G AL LOGS. PROTECT YOUR HOVE BY USING A SCREEN W TH YOUR

FI REPLACE. FOLLOW MANUFACTURERS RECOMMENDATI ONS FOR USE AND

MAI NTENANCE OF STOVES AND HEATERS. NEVER LEAVE STOVES AND SPACE
HEATERS UNATTENDED, AND DO NOT DRY | TEMS OF CLOTHI NG ON TOP OF
STOVES OR HEATERS. NEVER REFUEL SPACE HEATERS | NDOORS, OR USE
GASOLI NE I N SPACE HEATERS. KEEP A BUFFER SPACE OF 3 FEET ARCUND
ALL HEAT SOURCES.

4. CANDLES. DURI NG 1999, CANDLES IN HOVES CAUSED AN ESTI MATED
15, 040 FIRES, 102 DEATHS, 1,473 INJURIES AND 278 M LLI ON DOLLARS
I N PROPERTY DAMAGE. NEVER LEAVE A BURNI NG CANDLE UNATTENDED. USE
A CANDLE HOLDER W TH A W DE BASE CAPABLE OF COLLECTI NG CANDLE WAX
AND BURN CANDLES ONLY ON A STABLE, HEAT- RESI STANT SURFACE. DONT
USE A CANDLE TO CHECK THE PI LOT LI GHT ON A STOVE, OR TO EXAM NE
KEROSENE HEATERS COR LANTERNS. | F THE FLAME CGETS TOO LARGE OR THE
EXPOSED W CK IS TALLER THAN ONE- QUARTER | NCH, EXTI NGUI SH AND
TRIM KEEP CANDLES AWAY FROM FLAMMABLE MATERI ALS. EXERCI SE

CAUTI ON VWHEN USI NG GEL CANDLES, WH CH CAN FLARE UP, SPILL,
SPATTER AND EVEN EXPLODE. VI SIT THE CONSUMER PRCDUCTS SAFETY
COMWM SSI ON WEB SI TE AT

HTTP: / [ WNWV CPSC. GOV/ CPSCPUB/ PREREL/ PREREL. HTML TO LOOK FOR GEL
CANDLE RECALLS.

5. COCKING |IN 1999, THERE WERE 96, 200 HOVE STRUCTURE FI RES




ASSOCI ATED W TH COOKI NG EQUI PMENT, RESULTI NG I N 331 DEATHS, 4, 183
I NJURIES AND 511 M LLION DOLLARS | N DI RECT PROPERTY DAMAGE. THREE
I N EVERY TEN HOVE FI RES STARTED I N THE KI TCHEN, MORE THAN
ANYWHERE ELSE IN THE HOVE. WHEN COOKI NG DO NOT WEAR LOGSE

FI TTING CLOTH NG WH CH MAY BE | GNI TED BY HOT BURNERS. ALWAYS
TURN POT HANDLES IN. DON' T STORE | TEMS ON THE STOVE TOP - THEY
COULD CATCH FI RE. KEEP KI TCHEN APPLI ANCES CLEAN AND | N GOCD

CONDI TI ON, AND TURN THEM OFF AFTER USE. DONT USE APPLI ANCES W TH
FRAYED OR CRACKED W RES. NEVER LEAVE AN OPERATI NG STOVE COR OVEN
UNATTENDED.

6. EXTENSI ON CORDS. THERE WERE 38, 000 REPORTED HOME ELECTRI CAL
FIRES I N 1998, RESULTI NG I N 284 DEATHS, 1,184 |INJURI ES AND 669

M LLI ON DOLLARS I N PROPERTY DAMAGE. CORDS AND PLUGS CAUSED 17
PERCENT OF THESE FI RES AND 28 PERCENT OF THESE DEATHS. ENSURE
ONLY CORDS BEARI NG THE UNDERWRI TERS LABORATORY (UL) LABEL ARE
USED, AND THAT THEY ARE MARKED FOR | NDOOR OR QUTDOOR USE AS

| NTENDED. ALWAYS | NSPECT THE CORD BEFORE USE AND DI SPOSE OF I T I F
IT IS CRACKED OR FRAYED. ENSURE THAT THE CORD | S RATED FOR THE
WATTACGE OF THE TOOL OR APPLI ANCE YOU ARE CONNECTI NG TO I T. DO NOT
PLUG ONE EXTENSI ON CORD | NTO ANOTHER, AND DO NOT OVERLOAD

ELECTRI CAL QUTLETS.

7. HYPOTHERM A AND FROSTBI TE. EXPOSURE TO A COVBI NATI ON OF LOW
TEMPERATURES, RAIN AND SNOW AND W ND CAN | NCREASE YOUR RI SK FOR
THESE HEALTH CONCERNS. SKI N FREEZES AT ABOUT 28 DEGREES

FAHRENHEI T, AND WET SKI N LOSES 25 TI MES MORE HEAT THAN DRY SKI N
LOW BODY TEMPERATURE - 96 DEGREES OR LOWER - CAN BE FATAL | F
UNTREATED. DRESS | N A MANNER THAT W LL KEEP YOU DRY AND WARM
COVER YOUR HEAD AND NECK. EAT A BALANCED DI ET. ENSURE THAT YQU
KEEP MOVI NG WHEN YOU ARE QUTSI DE.

8. SLEDDI NG SKI I NG SKATI NG AND SNOAWVOBI LI NG W NTER

RECREATI ONAL ACTI VI TI ES CAN BE VERY ENJOYABLE | F ADEQUATE CAUTI ON
I'S EXERCI SED. TO OBTAI N SAFETY RECOMVENDATI ONS FOR EACH OF THESE
ACTIMITIES, VISIT THE ML.CLANT SAFETY AND ENVI RONMENTAL HEALTH V\EB
SI TE AT

HTTP: / / WWV USCG M L/ ML.CLANT/ KDI V/ KSEW NTERHOLI DAYTI PS. HTML

9. TOYS. ASSEMBLE TOYS PER THE MANUFACTURERS | NSTRUCTI ONS AND
READ WARNI NG LABELS AND OPERATI NG | NSTRUCTI ONS BEFORE ALLOW NG
CHI LDREN TO PLAY WTH TOYS. DI SPOSE OF PLASTI C WRAP COR PACKAG NG
THAT M GHT SUFFOCATE AN | NFANT. CHECK TOYS PERI CDI CALLY FOR
BROKEN OR TORN PARTS THAT CAN POSE HAZARDS, AND PERFORM REQUI RED
MAI NTENANCE. | F TOYS ARE KEPT IN A TOY CHEST, ENSURE THAT THE LID
STAYS I N A LOCKED OPEN PCSI TI ON, AND TEACH CH LDREN NOT TO CLI MB
INSIDE A TOY CHEST, EVEN | F | T HAS VENTS.

10. ALCOAST 500/ 03 PROVI DES HOLI DAY TRAFFI C SAFETY GU DANCE THAT
CAN HELP TO ENSURE YOUR DRI VI NG EXPERI ENCE DURI NG THE W NTER
SEASON IS SAFE AND ENJOYABLE. THE NAVY SAFETY CENTER ALSO OFFERS
A USEFUL LI ST OF HOLI DAY SEASON SAFETY RESOURCES AT

HTTP: / / SAFETYCENTER. NAVY. M L/ SEASONAL/ HOLI DAYSEASON. HTM

11. COWVANDI NG OFFI CERS AND OFFI CERS- | N- CHARGE ARE ENCOURAGED TO
SHARE THI S | NFORVATI ON W TH UNI T PERSONNEL AND THEI R FAM LI ES.

12. COWDT (G VWKS-2) POC IS MR ROBERT L. SKEWES, 202-267-0897.
13. | NTERNET RELEASE AUTHORI ZED.

14. RADM PAUL J. HHGA NS, DI RECTOR OF HEALTH AND SAFETY, SENDS.
BT
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